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riches in the face of a nation which years of war-
fare had rendered poverty-stricken. In Scotland,
as elsewhere, bishoprics were conferred upon
children still in their cradles, and a man might
become an abbot if he had the wealth to purchase
the position.
With most of the nobles, the craving for power
and an itch to lay their hands on the vast posses-
sions of the monasteries caused the opposition to
the Church, and it was the nobility in Scotland
who started the Reformation. The commoners
were disgusted with the venality of the Church,
and were in a mood to listen to the teachings of
the new religion. But, although preachers had
not been lacking, no great Reformer had arisen
to strike the imagination of the ordinary men and
women and organise a popular movement against
the Roman Church. The nobles had not erred
In thinking that they had found a national leader
in John Knox.